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TAGS PFOR VS CA 

SUBJ TRUDEAU CASTS DOUBT ON POST- VIETNAM U.S. RELIABILITY 

1. ACCORDING TO OTTAWA JOURNAL ARTICLE MAY 1 DATELINED 
KINGSTON, CANADIAN PRIMIN TRUDEAU REPORTEDLY STATED 
APRIL 30 THAT FOLLOWING FALL OF SOUTH VIETNAM AND INABILITY 
OF PRESIDENT FORD TO SECURE CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR HIS 
POLICIES, NATIONS ENDANGERED IN THE FUTURE MIGHT FEEL 
THAT THEY COULD NOT RELY ON THE WORD OF A US PRESIDENT. 
DESCRIBING THE FALL OF SAIGON AS "INEVITABLE" AND HAVING 
CREATED A "VERY SERIOUS SITUATION FOR THE UNITED STATES," 
TRUDEAU SAID HE WAS NOT THINKING OF POSSIBLE SOVIET 
EFFORTS TO CAPITALIZE ON US WEAKNESS SINCE SOVIET POLICY 
SEEMED TO BE TO STABILIZE THE WORLD SITUATION. HOWEVER, 

WITH RESPECT TO COUNTRIES THAT MIGHT FEEL ENDANGERED, 

HE QUESTIONED WHETHER THEY WOULD LOOK TO THE US OR ELSEWHERE. 

TRUDEAU SAID THAT ALTHOUGH HE WAS NOT REFERRING 

SPECIFICALLY TO THE "DOMINO THEORY" AND THE FALL 

OF SOUTHEAST ASIA TO COMMUNISM, HE ADDED THAT THE 

DOMINO THEORY MIGHT WELL APPLY. IN THIS CONTEXT HE 

REFERRED TO THE FACT THAT SINGAPORE'S PRIMIN LEE HAD 

WARNED US LIBERALS SEVERAL YEARS AGO THAT WHILE IT 

WAS FINE FOR THEM TO CALL FOR A US PULL-OUT FROM 

VIETNAM, "WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN TO ME AND MALAYSIA?" 
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2. ARTICLE DID NOT INDICATE CONTEXT OF REPORTED 
TRUDEAU REMARKS NOR WHETHER THEY WERE MADE IN PUBLIC 
OR PRIVATE. 
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Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
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Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 
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Errors: N/A 
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